THE    DUKE    OF    WINDSOR
that the traditions of British respectability could withstand
the union he proposed, showed how far he had wandered
from knowledge of his people.
The leisure of the week-end gave many people the oppor-
tuity for demonstration in the streets. They had been fed
with surprises in the morning newspapers, and the reporters,
hiding in the laurel bushes about Fort Belvedere, told of
strange comings and goings. Mr. Baldwin passed through
the gates, in the darkness, for still another interview with the
King. In the London streets, women walked with banners
bearing the words, "We want our King/' and "God save the
King from Baldwin." A newspaper announced that the King
was leaving England immediately for Cannes, and Mrs .Simp-
son was reported to have said to a correspondent of the Paris
Soir, "I have nothing to say except that I want to be left
quiet-----I have no plans. The King is the only judge. While
waiting for his decision I am going to withdraw into silence
and rest."
On Monday, December 7, a member of the Commons put
a question to Mr. Baldwin, which contained the phrase, "the
fatal and final step of abdication." The unanimous protest
against these words showed how Mr. Baldwin had gained
and held the confidence of the House. When Mr. Attlee
asked him whether he had "anything to add to the statement
which he made on Friday/' the Prime Minister answered
some of the accusations which had been made against him
and his Government; mainly the charge that they had
pressed the King for a decision. He again declared that no
advice had been given to the King, except upon the question
of a morganatic marriage, and that this had been at His Maj-
esty's wish. The conduct in the House continued to be quiet,
and it was significant that when Mr. Baldwin expressed "deep
and respectful sympathy with His Majesty," the Leader of
the Opposition added his agreement. A question from Mr.
Winston Churchill was abruptly nipped in the bud with
cries of "Sit down!" and "Shut up!" Never in his career had
Mr. Baldwin been attended with such respect and consider-